Two-year prospective study in Colombia of Norplant implants.
A clinical trial of levonorgestrel-releasing Norplant implants used for contraception was undertaken in two cities in Colombia. Through two years in which 389 women had accumulated 594 years of use, there were no pregnancies. In a comparison group of copper intrauterine device acceptors, the one-year pregnancy rate was 1.1 per 100. Menstrual disturbances associated with progestin-only administration were the principal side-effects, and the major reason for cessation of use. Continuation among users of the implants was at the same or at a higher rate than observed among users of the intrauterine device. Advantages and disadvantages of alternate sites for implant placement are discussed.